Courtly Graces

Class taught by Lady Dame Loralinde Vandolini

Date: 14 May 2008
Much of the information found here was taken from the Leges Imperium (or the “LI”), which is not only the bylaws of the Empire, but it is also an informational document provided to be the foremost guide to the ECS.  It can be found online at the ECS website at www.ecs-imperial.org.  Also please note that when I use the term “Sovereign” throughout this class, it refers to whoever is holding the court.
General Court Information:

There are two distinct types of courts used in the ECS.  The one I will be discussing today refers to a gathering of a sovereign and the populace to make announcements, hold ceremonies, etc.  The other kind of a court is also a gathering (as in a courtroom) to determine if a member has done something untowardly within the ECS.  If you are interested in this type of court, you might be a lawyer!  (  However, you can find information about those courts on the imperial web site.

When Court is in Session:

The Herald/Criers will call together the Court for the Sovereign.  The Herald will usually give advanced warning as to when the Court will take place, so please be respectful and be at the Court BEFORE it is called to order.  When the Sovereign enters the Court, please stand until the Sovereign and others seated with the Sovereign have taken their seats.  Please remain at the Court for the duration unless you need to leave (do so quietly). 
Also, when a Court is in session, please do not speak out loud unless you are called upon to do so.  If you are conversing with a friend loud enough that other people can hear you, it is considered rude to both the Sovereign and those around you trying to listen to the business of the Court.  The same holds true if you are talking on a cell phone – either call back or step quietly away!
Court is not over until the Herald obtains the Sovereign’s permission to dismiss it.  If there is to be a procession of the royalty out of the Court, please stand.  Allow the Sovereign and those people seated with the Sovereign to leave first.  Then you may exit “by leave” of the Herald.  

How to Gracefully Approach the Court:

To begin with, do not approach Court unless called upon by up either by the Herald or by any other royalty seated at the Court.  If you have business you would like to discuss during the Court, see the Herald beforehand to have him/her schedule you in.  It is also possible to go before the Court with your business when the Herald asks, “Is there any other business before the Court?”  At that point, raise your hand and wait to be called upon.

NO WEAPONS should be worn up to Court unless you are a knight or a member of the Sovereign’s personal guard.  If you know that you are going to be called up to Court, please remove your weapons ahead of time to be considerate of the Sovereign’s (and everyone else’s) time.

Approach the Sovereign with respect.  Even in you are seated very close to the Sovereign you should reposition yourself so that you will approach the Sovereign with at least 3 steps in front of them, ALWAYS facing them.  Never turn your back to them as it is considered very rude.  Walk up to the Sovereign until you are within speaking range of them.  

If you are a woman, it is considered chivalrous to approach the Sovereign escorted by a man.  The escort should wait off to the side of the Court.  When his companion is excused from Court, he should step forward, take her arm and leave the Court as described below.
At this point, show a sign of respect to the Sovereign.  This can accomplished in any number of ways – bow/curtsey/kneel or whatever is your persona’s style is.  If you are asked to kneel before the Sovereign and are unable to do this due to medical problems (ie you are in a wheelchair, are pregnant, etc), nod your head down to show your respect.  Address the Sovereign as “Your Royal Majesty” (or other applicable title – see the attached sumptuary supplement for a guide to titles.  Remember to always face forward toward the Sovereign while in Court. 

If at Court you are addressing or are asked to turn toward the populace, turn sideways while facing the Sovereign until you are at the far right of the Herald, then turn around in a way in which you do not show your back to the Sovereign.  Following this procedure means that you will end up turned slightly toward the Sovereign while addressing the populace so that everyone at the Court can also can see you.

When leaving the Court, face the Sovereign again, show your respect, and ask the Sovereign to be excused, again addressing them by their title; ie, “By your leave Your Royal Majesty.”  You should take 3 large steps backwards and then turn around by pivoting on your right heel.  You may then resume your previous position.

How to address the Sovereign outside of a Court
The rule of always facing the Sovereign still applies within a certain radius of about 10 feet, or the Sovereign’s personal space.  Always acknowledge the Sovereign when passing by to show your sign of respect toward their position (remember, “for Honour and Chivalry”).  For that matter, you should show respect to other members of the ECS, especially those you are considered royalty or knights.  You do not have to bow to them, but courtesy is expected (it is of interest to note that the word “court” appears in the word “courtesy”!).

The motto of the Empire of Chivalry and Steel:

“For Honour and Chivalry” – this means that we as members of the ECS should show honor and respect while interacting with others in the ECS.  Chivalry is also very important to the game – such as escorting a woman to a Court, etc.  This motto is meant for the entire populace – all should strive toward its ideals.  

Sumptuary:

Coronets:

· Gold coronets are worn by actively participating royalty – from Kings/Queens to Lords/Ladies  

· Silver coronets are worn by retired royalty or those who have been granted it by the Court (i.e. Lady of the Court, Baron of the Court, etc.)

Chains: 

· Gold chains are worn by members of the Imperial Estates; which includes each kingdom’s sovereign, 3rd level knights, kings/queens who have served more than 32 months and current members of the Board of Directors (BOD)

· Silver chains are worn by 2nd level knights and non-landed royalty with voting rights
· Black chains are worn by all other landed royalty 

Knighthood:

· All knights can wear spurs as a sign of their achievement to the ranks of knighthood.  Silver spurs are worn by 1st and 2nd level knights, while gold spurs are worn by 3rd level knights.  These spurs can either be worn on the heel of the worn boot or carried upon the person, on a belt, for example.
· All knights wear a garment of royal blue with “For Honour and Chivalry” in gold on it.  Their squires wear a garment of red (“For Honour and Chivalry” optional).

· Combat knights/squires wear a blue/red belt

· Ministry knights/squires wear a blue/red baldric

· Knight artisans/squires wear a blue/red mantle or other approved regalia

· Different levels of the various knighthoods are also denoted with their own regalia (see the LI).
Titles:

· Reigning King/Queen – addressed as “Your Royal Majesty”

· Retired King/Queen – Vicount/Vicountess (after 1 year of service) or Earl/Contessa (after 2 years of service) – both addressed as “Your Excellency”

· Reigning Prince/Princess – addressed as “Your Royal Highness”

· Retired Prince/Princess – Vicount/Vicountess (after 1 year of service) – address as “Your Excellency”

· Crown Prince/Princess – addressed as “Your Highness” (no retiring title as this person becomes the king/queen between winning the crown and coronation)

· Reigning Duke/Duchess – addressed as “Your Grace”
· Retired Duke/Duchess – Baron/Baroness of the Court (after 1 year of service), addressed as “Your Excellency”

· Reigning Marquis/Marquessa – addressed as “Your Excellency”
· For more retiring/honorary titles (and sumptuary), please review the LI.

Territorial Divisions of the ECS:

· Kingdom – a Sovereign region with a minimum membership of 125 members
· Principality – a region defined by the parent kingdom with a minimum membership of 125 people beyond the original 125 needed to make the kingdom, ruled by the King/Queen of the parent kingdom
· Duchies – a region defined by the parent kingdom with a minimum membership of 50 people
· Marquisette/March – a region defined by the parent kingdom with a minimum membership of 25
· Province (Metro Chapter) – a region defined by the parent kingdom with a minimum membership of 5 people

· County – this consists of at least 2 houses or 2 baronies, with a minimum membership of 30 members
· Barony – this consists of at least 2 houses, with a minimum membership of 15 members
· House – this is the most basic element of the estates with a minimum membership of 5 members

Estates:

· Imperial Estates are the administrative body of the Organization.  As noted above, this includes each kingdom’s sovereign, 3rd level knights, kings/queens who have served more than 32 months and members of the Board of Directors (BOD).
· Kingdom/Crown Estates are composed of the King/Queen, Duke/Duchess, Marquis/Marquessa, Landed Estate Holders, Knights of at least Second Rank, and non-landed Ranks holding voting status, of the Crown and Subject Territories.  

· Territorial Estates are run by the territorial leader (in Cithara this is the Duke/Duchess).  As noted above in the Kingdom/Crown Estates, other estate holders, within the territory’s boundaries also comprise said estates.  The King/Queen may join the territorial estates as a voting member if he/she resides in said territory.  

· Any estate meeting is open to the populace.

Miscellaneous:

· When a person holding multiple titles is granted a higher title than they previously had, the higher title is only used.  Said person shall also wear only the chain and coronet corresponding to the higher title.
· The armorial (Imperial) device of the ECS is a gold fleur-de-lis with a gold wreath on a white field with a gold border.
If any of this information is out-of-date or incorrect, please bring it to my attention and I will make a correction!  

 (This class was originally titled “Pomp & Circumstance -or- An ECS Guide to Courtly Etiquette and Sumptuary” and first was taught 22 September 2004.)

